THE  VICTORIANS  AND  AFTER
belief came in the later nineteenth century, as it still comes, from men who had been bred in an Evangelical theory of the verbal inspiration of Scripture which could not honestly be made to square with scientific discoveries and the critical textual study of the Bible, much of the rest came from men who were at one time attracted by the Oxford Movement and, for one reason or other, experienced a reaction
It will be noticed in the section of the Bibliography which follows that almost all the names are those of Anglicans, and these not of the Evangelical party, and the explanation of what looks like a disproportion lies partly in what has already been said, and partly in the fact that three great movements of religious thought affected the Church of England before they affected other religious bodies, and within the Church of England affected men of great intellectual and literary power Two of these have been mentioned the Oxford Movement and the critical study of the text of the Bible the third was the growth of social conscience, as distinct from humanitarian sentiment, among religious people The three strands of thought weie not unconnected from the first, and it is interesting to notice how they became more closely intertwined during the century
Chronologically, the critical study of the texts of the Old and New Testaments comes first Dr Arnold was early aware of the work being done in Germany and realised that orthodoxy would have to reckon with it Pusev was also aware of it, and though he himself was excessively cautious in accepting its conclusions, the fact that a man of his orthodoxy, authority and influence accepted the necessity of an honest dealing with textual criticism was of considerable importance for the next and following generations of those who were affected by the Oxford Movement The Tractanans in any case did not inherit or hold so rigid a theory of the authority of the actual word of Scripture as the Evangelicals, and were consequently better able to adjust themselves by degrees to new knowledge There were degrees it should not be forgotten that Liddon, who was of the second generation, was m 1890 shocked and distressed by the opinions expressed in Lux Mundi by Gore who, without having changed his
184